Information on the New Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations
On June 19th, 2013, the new Marihuana for Medical
Purposes Regulations (MMPR) will come into effect, and the Marihuana Medical Access Regulations
(MMAR) will be repealed on March 31, 2014. Both of
these Regulations will be in force during this transition
period. So what does this mean for people who use
cannabis for medical purposes?

Summary of the changes

Under the new MMPR, people who wish to use cannabis for medical purposes will no longer be required to
submit an application for an Authorization to Possess
to Health Canada. Instead, they will need to obtain
a medical document directly from their physician or
from a nurse practitioner. This document can then
be submitted to a Licensed Producer, one of several
licensed commercial producers which will provide a
variety of strains to several clients. Personal-Use Production Licences and Designated-Person Production
Licences will both be phased out.

Transition and Key Dates

June 19th, 2013
For people who wish to apply to become a Licensed
Producer, the application form, guidance document
and security clearance application form will be made
available on Health Canada’s website on June 19th,
2013.
June 19th, 2013 to March 31, 2014
Those with a valid Authorization to Possess (under the
current MMAR) can access cannabis
through the government’s supply until
March 31, 2014 OR they can register
with a Licensed Producer (as they become available) under the new MMPR
and obtain cannabis from that producer.
It is our understanding that these Licensed Producers will be identified on
Health Canada’s website.
All current Authorizations to Possess
will expire on March 31, 2014, so
people will need to transfer over to the

new process by March 31, 2014.
October 1st, 2013
As of October 1st, 2013, Health Canada will no longer
accept new applications for Personal-Use and Designated-Person Production Licenses, nor any change in
location or number of plants for existing production
sites. Existing licenses will, however, be renewed until
March 31, 2014.
New applicants for an Authorization to Possess under the current MMAR program can obtain cannabis
from the government or become a client of a Licensed
Producer.
Those who obtain a medical document directly from
a health care practitioner, under the new MMPR, can
only obtain cannabis from a Licensed Producer.
April 1st, 2014
The MMAR are repealed and only the MMPR are
in force. Cannabis is no longer available from the
government. Authorizations to Possess, Personal and
designated production licenses are no longer valid.
All holders of personal and designated production
licences must dispose of all cannabis and cannabis
plants. They can arrange to sell or provide cannabis
plants or seeds to a Licenced Producer. To do this,
they must apply for the authorization of the proposed
sell or provision and obtain a Notice of Authorization
to do so by the Minister.
As of April 1st, 2014, the only legal
source of cannabis for medical purposes will be from Licensed Producers.
For more information, please visit
Health Canada’s website at:
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/media/
nr-cp/_2013/2013-79fs-eng.php

Canadian AIDS Society’s input into the changes

The Canadian AIDS Society is providing this information to you so that you can be aware of the legal changes.
We do not necessarily agree with all of these changes. We have followed the developments regarding the proposed changes to the regulations closely, have consulted with people who use cannabis for medical purposes
and have provided input to Health Canada for their consideration. For more information on our submissions,
please visit http://cdnaids.ca/cas-responds-to-proposed-marihuana-for-medical-purposes-regulations.
We will continue to monitor changes to the regulations, consult with people who are affected by them and provide input to the federal government.

A Note on Mandatory Minimum Sentences

The Safe Streets & Communities Act: Increased Penalties for Serious Drug Crime which is now in effect in
Canada imposes Mandatory Minimum Sentences for drug offenses. We provide a summary for your information
and consideration. More information is available on the Department of Justice website at www.justice.gc.ca
Mandatory Minimum Penalties for Serious Drug Offences – Cannabis
•
Trafficking/Possession for the Purpose of Trafficking – more than 3 kg: 1-2 years
•
Importing/Exporting/Possession for the Purpose of Exporting – 1 year
•
Production
•
6 – 200 plants – 6 to 9 months – maximum increased to 14 years
•
201 – 500 plants – 12 to 18 months – maximum 14 years
•
More than 500 plants – 2 to 3 years – maximum 14 years
•
Oil or resin – 12 to 18 months
For more information or questions, please contact Lynne Belle-Isle at lynneb@cdnaids.ca or 1-800-499-1986,
ext. 114.

